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In this issue, we have extensive coverage of 
our 2018 DIBK Annual Show and Sale. It is the 
highlight of our yearly event schedule and is the 

culmination of a lot of hard work by some very 
dedicated club members and friends.  

Show Chair, John van de Wouw, oversaw the 
whole process. As in years past, most of the 
heavy lifting was done by our Program Director, 
Doyle Saito. His experience and dedication  
allowed the show to go down without a hitch. 

One of the most important (and demanding) 
responsibilities at the show is running the sales 
table, which Fundraising Chair, Shirley Floresca 
and her husband Fred did wonderfully. Great job 
you guys!

2nd VP, Robert King, did a fantastic job of con-
ducting the workshop. We had a great turnout of 
club members and friends pitch in to teach the 
class, and everyone who attended had a fun and 
educational experience learning how to style their 
first tree. Carol Takahashi, in her newly appointed 
position as Member Liason, also took time out 

to contact all of the workshop attendees to see 
if they had any questions, or needed guidance in 
learning more about how to care for their trees.

We were then treated to a demo and critique by 
Kaya Mooney. Kaya is a young, talented bonsai 
artist from Northern California, and is Boon 
Manakitivipart’s full time apprentice. 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E
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The Saturday night dinner was a success thanks to CJ Levinstein 
and Carol Takahashi, who orchestrated the food preparation and 
display.  Thanks to the many members and friends who brought 
in many delicious dishes and desserts. After the dinner, we were 
treated to a dance presentation by the Nupur Academy LA, led by 
director Prachi Dixit.

Our club auction was led by Bob Pressler. Those of you who know 
Bob, know he didn’t need a mic. His voice and his personality 
travel great distances on their own, and he did a fantastic job 
keeping interest and bidding high. Thanks to Peter Macasieb and 
Tom Vuong who graciously donated their time to style some of 
the donation raffle trees. Special thanks to everyone who donated 
items for the auction. Your contributions go a long way in helping 
DIBK meet our mission goals.

The tradition continued as Frank Goya closed out the event 
demonstrating the creation of a beautiful Juniper saikei which was 
raffled off in the Sunday benefit draw.

Special thanks to everyone that pitched in and helped us set up 
and break down the show. Your tireless efforts helped make the 
show such a success!

Until next year.

Live. Love. Grow.

Jason Saito
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B A B Y ,  W E  W E R E  B O R N  T O  C A R V E .

Just as Springsteen was born to run, Baddeley  
was born to carve.  Hailing from Ipswich, UK, 
Will Baddeley is a self taught bonsai artist whose 

natural deadwood laden pieces have won numerous 
accolades and awards throughout the world.

Kicking off the California Bonsai Society’s feature 
presenter’s initiative, Will spent the week making the 
rounds to local bonsai clubs and sharing his knowledge 
and wisdom in the styling and creation of natural look-
ing, aged deadwood features.

At our May meeting, Will worked on an old growth  
Grape that was donated by Doyle Saito. Originally devel-
oped by Hank Sugimoto, the tree has been in training for 
over 20 years. Since the devil is in the details and major 
restructuring was not necessary, throughout the evening 
Will showed us how, by paying careful attention to detail, 
he turns good material into amazing material.

WIll’s deadwood styling on a Juniper



Tools of the trade. Since the Grape was small, WIll mainly focused on his dremel based tools to do his handiwork. 
These are the bits and bobs he used to perform his artistry.

Assessing what needs to be done, Will carefully 
chooses which blade to best do the job.

R E S O U R C E S  F O R  C A R V I N G  T O O L S
https://www.kaizenbonsai.com/shop/bonsai-carving-tools - Bonsai Carving Tools
http://www.woodcarverssupply.com/ - Wood Carving Tools
https://www.treelineusa.com/ - Wood Carving Tools
http://bonsainibbler.co.uk/ - Bonsai Nibblers
http://bonsai4me.com/shop/ - Bonsai Nibblers and Dremel Carving Tools

Members took turns trying out Will’s tools and techniques on a 
piece of California Juniper deadwood.

Congratulations to lucky raffle winner Shirley 
Floresca for winning Will’s demo tree.



Will working on a gorgeous 
Tosho Juniper at the CBS demo. 

Watch Will’s full demo at 
www.facebook.com/DaiIchiBonsai

Follow WIll on his bonsai journeys at http://wildwoodbonsai.blogspot.com.



It’s quite rare in the bonsai world to come 
across a young bonsai artist, and even moreso, 
one as talented and knowledgable as Kaya 

Mooney. Originally from a small town in South 
Florida, Kaya learned bonsai as a kid from his 
grandfather, so his passion runs long and deep. 
He currently resides in Northern California, 
and is the second full-time apprentice to Boon 
Manakitivipart.  

Kaya was our featured demonstrator at this 
year’s annual DIBK exhibition, “Serenity through 
Bonsai,” and he worked on a Procumbens Nana 
that he brought with him from up north. 

The material had already gone through it’s initial 
styling, so as he went though it, he explained his 
game plan for refining the tree into its final form. 

Starting from the top of the tree, he cut and 
jinned a few of the heavier branches. Kaya 
explained, “You want to use more of the smaller 
branches when styling your tree. It keeps more in 
scale with the tree. Smaller branches make your 
tree look larger, and that’s what we are trying to 
do in bonsai.

“It’s typically good to have your apex on the 
same side as your key (#1) branch. If they are on 
opposite sides it can create a very static image - 
your eyes don’t know where to look, so your eye 
is trying to find a focal center point and when you 
have both on the same side, it draws your focus 
into one central area.

T H E  B O N S A I  S T O R I E S  &  S T Y L I N G S  O F

K A Y A  M O O N E Y



Watch Kaya’s full demo at 
www.facebook.com/DaiIchiBonsai

“Procumbens have a tendency to push a lot of buds in one area. You’ll want to pay attention to reduce the number of 
buds down to the ones located where you want the branches to be. This will efficiently focus the energy exactly where 
you want rather than spreading out to a bunch of unwanted branches. 

“If you do bonsai, the mountains of Northern California is a great place to live. I spend as much time as i can in the 
mountains, it’s so beautiful. The trees we make sometimes are more idealistic to say the least. If you visit the moun-
tains and study trees like the Sierra Junipers, you can see many similarities, especially how the deadwood and the live 
vein grows. We obviously try to make our bonsai mimic that. “

On working as an apprentice of Boon, Kaya replied, “The best thing about working with Boon? He’s very hard on 
you… the worst thing? He’s very hard on you. With anything  you want to dedicate yourself to, especially art forms 
where it’s very rigorous, having a teacher that is hard on you is going to be beneficial in the long run. A lot of those 
things you’re not going to realize until months, or days or even years after the fact why it was such a good lesson, or 
how it paid off essentially. Once you get something in your head that he teaches, it really sticks. You’re not going to 
forget it.”

Kaya then proceeded to work the tree, answer questions and basically entertain us for rest of the demonstration.  



Watch Kaya’s full demo at 
www.facebook.com/DaiIchiBonsai

After the demonstration, Kaya went on to give attendees a 
critique of many of the exhibition trees that were on display. 
Selected DIBK members got a chance to get invaluable insight 
into their displays, as well as their trees’ styling direction. 

You can watch Kaya’s full critique on our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/DaiIchiBonsai.

The finished tree now resides with the lucky winner 
from the DIBK Saturday night auction.

Follow Kaya on Social Media at:

https://www.facebook.com/kaya.moon.bonsai

https://www.instagram.com/moonlightbonsai

https://moonlightbonsai.wordpress.com



This year’s DIBK show, “Serenity through Bonsai,” was a phenomenal success.  
It brought together the club’s friends and supporters to share, with the public,  

the beauty and serenity that bonsai can bring.

Serenity through Bonsai



T
he exhibit showcased a variety of differ-

ent styles of bonsai, at all artist levels. 

The exhibit was well attended, and club 

members, as well as friends and supporters 

of the club, lent their very best trees, offering 

them in harmonious displays of nature and art. 

The public was excited to participate in the be-

ginner’s bonsai workshop led by a great group 

of experienced and talented bonsai students 

and artists. Participants got the chance to learn 

bonsai basics and create their own Boxwood 

bonsai. People either experience these work-

shops as a fun way to spend the morning, or a 

first step into a lifelong passion for bonsai. The 

latter is why the club continues to carry on this 

show tradition.

Attendees were then treated to terrific demo 

and critique by Kaya Mooney, which you can 

read about in this issue. 

Later in the day, the attendees were further 

encouraged to network and enjoy a great meal 

at the show reception and dinner. The selection 

of food was varied and all incredibly delicious 

thanks to everyone that contributed a dish to 

the feast. Seconds were a must! 

The after dinner entertainment was provided by 

Nupur Academy LA, a traditional Indian dance 

group led by Director, Prachi Dixit. 

The evening’s festivities was highlighted by a 

club auction. Many great pieces of pre bonsai 

and finished material, pots, stands and other 

various bonsai related goodies were avail-

able. The bidding was exciting and fast-paced, 

thanks to the efforts of Auction caller extraordi-

naire, Bob Pressler. Many thanks to those who 

donated their time and material to make this 

year’s auction a great success. 



Many people came early for the best selection, and went home happy with some nice, new material. The selection of bonsai material 

was vast and sales were brisk. Shirley and Fred Floresca did an amazing job of keeping the sales area under control. 



The beginner’s workshop was well attended and everyone had a blast designing their very own boxwood bonsai.



Everyone was well fed with delicious 

dishes brought in by our members and 

friends. After dinner, we were treated to 

a show by the traditional Indian dance 

group, Nupur Academy LA, directed by 

Prachi Dixit.



The night ended with 

the DIBK Auction. Many 

thanks to the kind people 

who generously donated 

their time and material. 

Without your contribu-

tions, this auction would 

not have been a success, 

and for that the club is 

especially grateful. 



Sunday brought us another great demonstration with Frank Goya. Assisted by 

Robert King, Frank showed the attendees what it takes to create a three-tree 

Juniper saikei. In addition to the Junipers, the beautiful tray landscape consisted 

of natural rock (hardscape), Irodium and Dwarf Mondo grass (accents) as well as 

white sand to simulate the water feature. Frank then donated the finished saikei 

to the Sunday raffle. Congratulations to the lucky winner, Wendy Tsai!



G R A T I T U D E

S P E C I A L  T H A N K S  T O  E V E R Y O N E  T H AT  C O N T R I B U T E D  
T O  M A K I N G  T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  S H O W  A  S U C C E S S !

Friday Setup 
Tom Culton, Keith Waters, Ed Walters,  
Allan Sugimura, Fred Floresca, Gary Lai, 
Johnny  Magana, Tom Vuong, Peter Macasieb, 
John Van de Wouw, Dave Hazzard, Doyle Saito  
and Barry Miller.

Sunday Breakdown 
Tom Culton, Keith Waters, Louis Carrillo,  
Paul Minerich, Gary Lai, Doyle Saito,  
Allan Sugimura, Fred Floresca,  
Glen Takahashi, Ron Floresca,  
Shirley Floresca, Jason Saito, Robert King, 
Barry Miller and Carol Takahashi.

Plant Sale 
Fred & Shirley Floresca.

Vendors 
Mel Ikeda, David  & June Nguy and Nelson 
Sanabria.

Sumie Group 
Akie Uyemura, Patricia Vargos  
and June Inouye.

Food Reception/Dinner 
CJ Harmatz, and Carol Takahashi.

Beginners Workshop Instructors 
Tom Culton, Joe Magana, Jason Saito,  
Allan Sugimura, John Van de Wouw,  
Robert King, Barry Miller, Doyle Saito,  
Joe Ortega, Michael Izumoto, Paul Minerich, 
Joe Galgul, Kevin Armenta, Louis Carrillo, 
Kevin Sweeney and Dave Hazzard.

Saturday Demonstrator and Critique 
Kaya Mooney.

Sunday Demonstration 
Frank Goya, assisted by Robert King -  
Frank graciously donated his beautiful  
saikei to the Sunday raffle.

Benefit Drawing Donations 
Milton Louie, Jason Saito, Doyle Saito,  
Shirley Floresca, Tadashi Kajikawa and  
Family, Joyce Gibbs, Louis Carrillo, Gary Ishii,  
David and June Nguy, Allan Sugimura, Carol 
Upston, Joe Staci, Patricia Vargos,  
Akie Uyemura, Marianne Yamaguchi,  
Wendy Tsai and Liz Do.

Auction Donations and Contributors 
Tom Vuong - Cork Elm 
Shirley & Fred Floresca - Tosho Juniper  
styled by Peter Macasieb

Shirley & Fred Floresca - Shimpaku  
styled by Peter Macasieb

Kei Ikari - Japanese Black Pine  
pot and styling by Tom Vuong

Tadashi Kajikawa & Family - 4 Large Pots  
and 2 Olive Tanuki

Robert Pressler - John Naka Lithograph  
and Display Table

Keith Waters - Cart/Wagon from the estate  
of Richard Kobashigawa, Procumbens Nana.

Event Photography 

Jason Saito, Barry Miller.

Special Thanks to
City of Gardena, Community  
Center – Pauline Moses 
For their ongoing support of the  
DIBK show, use of the Ken Nakaoka facility, 
as well as assisting with show setup  
and cleanup.

Entertainment  
Nupur Academy LA  
Prachi Dixit, Director

Robert Pressler, Auction Caller Extraordinaire.
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2018 Exhibition Catalog



M A R I A N N E  YA M A G U C H I   |   S AT S U K I  A Z A L E A

G I B  H O X I E   |   P O M E G R A N AT E  R A F T



J O Y C E  G I B B S   |   S H O H I N  D I S P L AY

B L A C K  P I N E

C H I N E S E  E L M S

C H O J U B A I  Q U I N C E

E D  WA LT E R S   |   G I N K O



M A R K  L E V I N S T E I N   |   C H I N E S E  E L M K E I  I K A R I   |   C A L I F O R N I A  J U N I P E R



T O M  C U LT O N   |   B A L D  C Y P R E S S

P h o t o  b y  B a r r y  M i l l e r

P E T E R  M A C A S I E B   |   S H O H I N  D I S P L AY

I T O I G AWA  J U N I P E R

R E D  M A P L E

A Z A L E A

K O R E A N  H O R N B E A M

P Y R A C A N T H A

T O S H O  J U N I P E R



S H I R L E Y  F L O R E S C A   |   S H I M PA K U  B U N J I N 

F R E D  F L O R E S C A   |   K I S H U  S H I M PA K U



M I C H A E L  I Z U M O T O   |   J A PA N E S E  B L A C K  P I N E F R A N K  G O YA   |   J U N I P E R  S A I K E I



J U N E  N G U Y   |   S H I M PA K U

D AV I D  N G U Y   |   C A L I F O R N I A  J U N I P E R

P h o t o  b y  B a r r y  M i l l e r



C A R O L  U P S T O N   |   B O X W O O D E LY S S A  H O X I E   |   W I L L O W  L E A F  F I C U S



M A N N Y  M A R T I N E Z   |   F O E M I N A

P h o t o  b y  B a r r y  M i l l e r

A L L A N  S U G I M U R A   |   YA U P O N  H O L LY



B A R R Y  M I L L E R   |   C AT L I N  E L M

P h o t o  b y  B a r r y  M i l l e r

S E A N  S TA N T O N   |   P R O S T R ATA

P h o t o  b y  B a r r y  M i l l e r



K E I T H  WAT E R S   |   P R O S T R ATA  R A F T

P h o t o  b y  B a r r y  M i l l e r

J A S O N  S A I T O   |   J U N I P E R  S A I K E I

P h o t o  b y  B a r r y  M i l l e r



D O Y L E  S A I T O   |   L I Q U I D A M B E R  O R I E N TA L I S

P h o t o  b y  B a r r y  M i l l e r

PA U L  M I N E R I C H   |   B O U G A N V I L L E A

P h o t o  b y  B a r r y  M i l l e r



A L  N E L S O N   |   O L I V E

P h o t o  b y  B a r r y  M i l l e r

T O M  V U O N G   |   C A L I F O R N I A  J U N I P E R



J A M E S  P I E R C E   |   D WA R F  B O U G A N V I L L E A

P h o t o  b y  B a r r y  M i l l e r

L O U I S  C A R I L L O   |   P R O S T R ATA

P h o t o  b y  B a r r y  M i l l e r



T Y L E R  F E R R E R   |   G I N K O

P h o t o  b y  B a r r y  M i l l e r

R O B E R T  K I N G   |   G I N K O  F O R E S T

P h o t o  b y  B a r r y  M i l l e r



G A R Y  L A I   |   S H I M PA K U

P h o t o  b y  B a r r y  M i l l e r



F R E D  M I YA H A R A   |   S H I M PA K U

P h o t o  b y  B a r r y  M i l l e r



For more event information, please visit  
bit.ly/GSBF-MoreEvents

EVENTS

June 16-17, 2018
Descanso Bonsai Club Annual Show 
Japanese Garden 
1418 Descanso Dr, La Canada Flintridge, 
California 91011
Hours:  10:00 AM – 4:00 PM

www.descanso-bonsai.com

June 23 - 24, 2018
Marina Bonsai Show at the
VJCC Annual Summer Festival 
12448 Braddock Drive, LA 90066
Hours: 12:00 PM – 9:00 PM Sat
11:00 AM – 8:00 PM Sun
Admission is Free. In addition to the show,
there will also be food, games, ondo dancing,
cultural exhibits and demonstrations. For more
information please visit www.vjcc.com

June 23 - 24, 2018  
Orange County Bonsai Society
Annual Show 
909 S. Dale Ave, Anaheim.
Hours:  10:00 AM – 4:00 PM daily
For more information visit 
www.ocbonsai.org

September 6 – 9, 2018  
Kofu Bonsai Kai 
2018 Bonsai Fest at the Bowers 
John M. Lee Court, 2002 N. Main St.
Hours:  10:00 AM – 4:00 PM daily
Featuring bonsai trees of the members of Kofu 
Bonsai Kai and special presentations Free 
Admission to bonsai area. Bonsai pots and 
trees for sale. 
For more information visit 
www.kofukai.org 

GRATITUDE

Thank you to all of the members who contributed.  
The club truly appreciates your generosity and giving spirit.

ABOUT DAI ICHI BONSAI KAI
Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai (“Number One” Bonsai Club) was established in January, 1986.  

Our club is dedicated to promoting the art of bonsai, and takes great pride  
in its family-oriented character. 

The club meets on the third Friday of each month at the Ken Nakaoka Community  
Center, 1670 W. 162nd St., Gardena, at 7:00 P.M. Each meeting features a bonsai  

demonstration, benefit drawing and the public is welcome.

www.daiichibonsaikai.com

Please feel free to forward this publication to friends, family  
or anyone with an appreciation for bonsai.

Do you have any comments, questions, or submissions? If so, please contact:
Jason Saito  ph 310.909.4598  |  email jason@zenpalace.com

©2018 Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai. All rights reserved.

JULY 20 2018  |  LINDSAY SHIBA 
ISHIZUKI / ROCK PLANTING

AUGUST 17, 2018  |  ROY NAGATOSHI  
CRITIQUE

JUNE 15, 2018

Ted Matson began studying bonsai in 1979. 
He learned the basics from John Boyce in 
San Francisco. After moving to LA in 1980, 
he became involved in a number of clubs, 
and began pursuing the art taking classes 
from leading masters in SoCal, including 
Ben Suzuki, Shig and Roy Nagatoshi, Melba 
Tucker, Warren Hill and John Naka.

A staple in the bonsai community, Ted is an 
active member of many local clubs as well as 
a popular demonstrator and teacher. 

Ted will be discussing Deciduous trees at our 
next meeting.

UPCOMING

All events are tentative and subject to change. 

Special thanks to
Will Baddeley, Kaya Mooney, Barry Miller, 

for their contributions to this issue of the DIBK Gazette.

Benefit Drawing Contributors
Shirley Floresca, Kajikawa family,  

Ikeda family, Doyle Saito, Kevin Sweeney.

Refreshment Contributors
Jason Saito, Doyle Saito, Fred Floresca.

Refreshment Signup for June 
Dave Hazzard

Please remember to sign the contribution sheet so that we may acknowledge your generosity.

TED MATSON
DECIDUOUS TREES


